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Brian Larsen
One of Cook County’s 

finest high school athletes, 
Bob Toftey, the son of 
Norman and Evelyn Toftey, 
was recently enshrined in 
the University of North 
Dakota Hall of Fame for 
his exploits on the football 
field.

Bob was a standout 
football, basketball, and 
track athlete while he was at 
Cook County High School 
(then called Grand Marais 
High School). He graduated 
in 1964 and was awarded a 
scholarship to play foot-
ball at North Dakota State 
University. 

The 45th annual ath-
letics Hall of Fame event 

took place with a dinner 
and induction ceremony on 
Friday, October 4. Along 
with the 1998-99 women’s 
basketball team, Bob and 
four other individual ath-
letes in swimming, track & 
field, and basketball were 
recognized during halftime 
of the UND’s Homecoming 
football game against UC 
Davis at the Alerus Center. 

“It was exciting,” 
Bob said of the evening. 
“Twenty-eight teammates 
and one of my coaches on 
defense attended, as well 
as some of my friends and 
family.”

This year’s five inductees 
brought the total number 
of individuals elected to 
UND’s Hall of Fame to 260, 

while the 1998-99 women’s 
basketball team was the 
40th team to recognized.

Standing a shade over 
six feet and weighing 175 
to 180 pounds, Bob was 
a defensive back for the 
North Dakota Fighting 
Hawks from 1965-67, earn-
ing three varsity letters. 
“I returned punts my first 
year, and on kick-offs, I was 
the last man back to make 
a tackle if the punt returner 
got by everyone else.”

He ran track his fresh-
man year, but “It was too 
much with spring football,” 
he said.

Bob was voted captain 
of the 1967 team. According 
to the information pro-
vided by the school, Bob 
helped lead UND to the 
1965 Mineral Water Bowl 
win and a 1966 Pecan Bowl 
title. He was part of 21 wins 
in his three seasons, includ-
ing a 15-3 NCC record. 

Four players from the 
1966 football team would 
go on to sign NFL con-
tracts, but Bob said that 
six of his teammates were 
drafted during his tenure at 
NDS. 

In 1966 and 1967, Bob 
was voted all-NCC as a 
defensive back. He was 
named to the All-Century 
UND football team in 1994. 
The 1966 UND defensive 
unit gave up a paltry 102 
yards passing per game and 
a total of eight touchdowns 
for the season.

Today Bob lives in 
Duluth with his wife, Gail. 
The couple has three sons, 
Andrew, 42, John, 40, and 
Peter, 38. All of the boys 
were active in sports, but 
none played football. John, 
now 40, played hockey for 
West Point following his 

Bob Toftey elected to 
UND Hall of Fame

Photo submitted by Bob Toftey
Bob Toftey, now 73, was recently honored with 
enshrinement in the University North Dakota Athletic 
Hall of Fame for his exploits on the football field. 
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Tofte firefighters and first responders came to Birch Grove Charter School on 
Wednesday, Oct. 9 and demonstrated an array of their gear—from backboards and 
braces used to help victims of accidents to water pumping trucks and hoses used to 
put out fires. Above, volunteer Tofte firefighter Craig Horak helps a little guy spray 
water high into the sky. Although curious about each thing shown to them, kids 
seemed to delight in shooting water from the giant, high-pressure hose. 

Brian Larsen

Cook County Grand Marais Economic 
Development Authority (EDA) Director Mary 
Somnis came before the Cook County board of 
commissioners on Tuesday, October 8, with an 
overview of the EDA’s recent accomplishments 
and to present the 2020 budget request to the 
board.

Since 2017 Somnis said, the EDA has sold 
seven lots in the business park. 

As far as the two housing development 
projects done in partnership with One Roof 
Housing, both were going well, said Somnis. 
She said the 16 units in the Four Direction 
Dwelling apartments were rented. And seven of 
the 10 single-family homes built in the Nordic 
Star development in Grand Marais were sold, 
with the two newest ones currently for sale and 
one house from the original eight presently 
under negotiation.  

Somnis said although it’s early, One Roof 
has talked about building an apartment build-
ing at the Nordic Star development. That will be 
discussed in more detail at an upcoming meet-
ing with One Roof, she said.

Although the golf season isn’t complete and 
the numbers aren’t in for the 2019 golf season, 

Somnis presented some highlights of Superior 
National golf course. With $4.5 million in ren-
ovations completed, 12,000 golfers are playing 
the 27-hole course each year. Property taxes 
generated by housing developments around 
the golf course are over $1 million from 2000 
to 2019. In 2018 there was $932,210 in oper-
ating revenue with a payroll of $409,708 that 
supported three full-time and 40 seasonal jobs.

Somnis said the EDA proposed budget and 
levy request for 2020 is an increase of 3 percent 
over 2019.

There are two changes to the EDA budget 
request, said Somnis. “We put more in the 
[budget] line for the office because there is a 
possibility we might all have to move out of the 
office if the city goes ahead with its building 
project. We know that no one is going to rent to 
us for $200 per month.”

An additional $4,000 was added to help 
pay for the possibility of adding another EDA 
employee sometime in the future, said Somnis. 
She told commissioners her workload was 
piling up, and another employee would be 
needed to pick up the additional work. 

Staff report
Murray the Moose will 

be on the loose in Grand 
Marais during Moose 
Madness next weekend, a 
weekend of family fun with 
events and activities for 
everyone.

Activities range from 
the athletic to artistic with 
the weekend focused on 
earning and spending 
“moose bucks.”

Kids can earn Moose 
Bucks by participat-
ing in scavenger hunts, 
races, and arts activities 
all around town. Once 

received, Moose Bucks 
can be spent on prizes at 
Moose Headquarters, aka 
Grandma Ray’s.

In addition to activities 
at Grandma Ray’s, there are 
fun things to do all around 
town.  The Grand Marais 
State Bank Medallion 
Moose Hunt begins Friday 
at 9 a.m. and ends when 
someone finds the medal-
lion. Will that be you?

At 3:30 p.m. on Friday, 
mosey over to the Grand 
Marais library for a two-
hour workshop dedicated 
to teaching you how to 
make and create your very 
own comic book character. 

 On Saturday, hoof it 
up to the YMCA for the 

Moose Madness Family 
Festival returns Oct. 18-20

County board discusses 
appointing an interim 
county administrator

Reprinted by permission from the The 
Ranger, an IRRRB publication

A new 17-mile stretch of purpose-built 
mountain bike trail will open next spring 
that connects a cluster of trails at Britton 
Peak in Tofte to Lutsen. The new connec-
tion creates 35 total miles of wilderness 
trails that include 24 miles in Tofte/Lutsen 
and 11 in Grand Marais.

“The North Shore is wide-known for 
outdoor adventure, and we are seeing a 
lot more mountain bikes on cars traveling 
up here,” said Paul Nordlund, Superior 
Cycling Association vice president and 
project manager. “This new trail gives 
our local businesses one more offering for 
their guests.”

Nordlund believes this project, along 
with several others throughout the 
region, is helping to poise northeastern 
Minnesota to become a national moun-

tain biking destination. Mountain bike 
trail systems in the region that are either 
developed or on the horizon include 
Redhead in Chisholm, Tioga in Cohasset, 
Giants Ridge in Biwabik, Cuyuna Lakes 
Recreation Area in Crosby, Hidden Valley 
in Ely, and Split Rock Wilds in Lake 
County.

The bicycling industry in the State 
of Minnesota supported an estimated 
$777.9 million of economic activity in 
2014, including 5,519 employees and 
$208.8 million in wages, salaries, and 
benefits. The manufacturers and whole-
salers connected to the industry gener-
ated $616.6 million in economic activity. 
(Source: “Economic Contribution of 
Bicycling Industry in Minnesota” report 

North Shore’s Tofte and 
Lutsen connected by new 
mountain bike trail
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Church Services 

Schedule
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN (ELCA)
1st Ave. W. & 5th St., Grand Marais · 387-2227
www.sharingchrist.org
Sunday 10 a.m. worship; coffee & fellowship following
Wednesday Worship, 6:00 p.m.
Rev. Mark Ditmanson

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
1 Cedar Grove Lane, Grand Marais · 387-2090
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
6:30 p.m. Service every Sunday
9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. Family Bible Institute
Pastor Dale C. McIntire

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
2nd Ave. E. & 5th St. Grand Marais · 218-387-1565
9 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service–Nursery Available
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
Pastor Dave Harvey
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH  
OF CHRIST  (A Just Peace; Open and Affirming Church) 
300 West 2nd Street, Grand Marais · (218)387-2113
www.grandmaraisucc.org
Worship 10:30 a.m. Sundays
Public Pick-up choir 9:30 a.m. Sundays
Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis

HOLY ROSARY - CATHOLIC CHURCH
Grand Portage ·  387-1409
MASS SCHEDULE: Sunday 11:30 a.m.
Father Steven Langenbrunner

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 
GRAND MARAIS CONGREGATION
1225 W. 2nd St. Grand Marais  ·  218-387-1318
Public Meetings: Tuesday 7:00 p.m.; Sunday 10:00 a.m.
All are welcome.  
www.jw.org

LIFE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Church
2017 W. Hwy. 61, Grand Marais
www.lcmsgrandmaraismn.org
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Heston’s Lodge (Gunflint Lake): 11:30 a. m.
Bible study Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
All guests are welcome
Reverend Jonathan C. Watt

LUTSEN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Hwy. 61, Lutsen · 663-7494 · lutchurch@boreal.org
9 a.m. Sunday Worship
Sharing the story of God’s love for all people
Pastor Tom Murray

MOUNT ROSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MAAMAWIITAWIN/THE GATHERING PLACE
Grand Portage · 370-1289
Sunday: 5:00 p.m. food/fellowship (bring a dish to share) 
6:00 p.m. Worship Service 
Pastor Jacob McCormick

ST. JOHN’S - CATHOLIC CHURCH
10 E. 5th St., Grand Marais · 387-1409
Weekday Mass: 8:15 a.m.
Confessions: Saturday, 4-4:30 p.m. or by appointment
Saturday Mass:  5:00 p.m. St. John's Church, Grand Marais  
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.
Father Steven Langenbrunner

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Grand Marais · 387-1193
Meets at the 1st Congregational Church in Grand Marais
Saturday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

SPIRIT OF THE WILDERNESS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Meets at historic Maple Hill Church on Co. Rd. 54 
(218) 387-1536 · (218) 387-1806
www.spiritofthewilderness.org
Services - 10:30 a.m. Sundays
All are welcome here.
The Rev. Dr. Mary Ellen Ashcroft, Vicar

TRINITY LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4757 E. Hwy. 61, Hovland, 55606 · 475-2439 
trinity@boreal.org · www.TrinityLutheranOfHovland.org
Worship with us Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Coffee and Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Vespers Worship 6:30-7:00 p.m.: 
   a time of prayer, song, and reflection.
Everyone is welcome to join us!
Pastor Kristin Garey

ZOAR CHURCH - TOFTE
A Lutheran Congregation in Mission for Christ
Highway 61, Tofte   218-663-7925
Sunday church worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible study Thursday 10 a.m.
Pastor Daren Blanck

CAVALLIN 
FUNERAL HOME

(218) 387-1444
120 W. 2ND STREET, GRAND MARAIS, MN

Strong, 
Stable and 
Reliable... Since 1916
Grand Marais: 218-387-2441   Tofte: 218-663-7891
www.GrandMaraisStateBank.com

105 Wisconsin St., 
Grand Marais, MN  
(218) 387-2233

9 W. Wisconsin St., Grand Marais
218-387-1713     WE DELIVER!  

Pizza, 
sandwiches 
and more

Lives Remembered

ADS
Cook County News-Herald   218-387-9100

Mobile Housing and RVs invite you  
to view the NEW 2019 inventory of 

Schult factory-built homes designed  
for slab or basement or crawl space. 

218-722-0871
4859 Miller Trunk Hwy., 

Duluth, MN
Open Monday through Saturday

Call for appointment or 
stop by today.

Plus Passport and Avenger RVs onsite and available for viewing.

graduation from Duluth 
East.

As for Gail, “She 
graduated from Denfeld 
High School, but her par-

ents owned a resort on 
Seagull Lake,” Bob said. 
“They owned the origi-
nal Windigo Lodge. They 
were bought out by the 
Forest Service and moved 
the cabins down to Poplar 
Lake. I met Gail when she 
worked at Shoreline, but 

we didn’t start dating until 
I was in law school.”

Bob graduated from 
UND with a Bachelor of 
Science in 1968 and then 
attended law school at the 
University of Minnesota, 
earning his law degree in 
1971. He worked “two to 

three months” as a lawyer 
and then spent two years 
in the Air Force, coming 
back to Duluth to work as 
an attorney with the firm 
of Fryberger, Buchanan, 
Smith & Frederick, P.A., 
where he still works to this 
day. 

Bob Toftey elected to UND Hall of Fame
»Continued from 
page A1

by Minnesota Department 
of Transportation and 
University of Minnesota.)

According to Nordlund, 
mountain biking is trans-
forming the North Shore 
community and economic 
landscape. The area’s 
expanding trail system 
in the Lake Superior 
Highlands has a unique-
ness not found in other 
parts of the nation. He said 
that uniqueness is drawing 

riders from Thunder Bay, 
Duluth and the Twin Cities.

“Mountain bikers here 
see scenic vistas overlook-
ing the Superior National 
Forest. They traverse 
through rugged terrain, 
river valleys, old-growth 
forests and dramatic 
changes in elevation,” 
said Nordlund. “And they 
seldom have to cross a 
road which makes our trail 
system highly sought after 
and a rarity in the United 
States.”

Iron Range Resources & 
Rehabilitation provided a 
Regional Trails grant which 
helped pay for the trail con-
struction, rehabilitation 
of existing adjacent trails, 
trailhead enhancement, and 
signage. Other project part-
ners included Federal Trails 
Recreational Program, 
Greater Minnesota 
Regional Parks & Trails 
Commission, Cook County 
Grand Marais Economic 
Development Authority, 
Visit Cook County, Lutsen 
Tofte Tourism Association, 
Lutsen 99er mountain bike 

race, Cook County, and 
the United States Forest 
Service.

“Without the grant 
from Iron Range Resources 
& Rehabilitation, the 
trail would dead-end, 
and riders would have to 
return to their starting 
point at Britton Peak,” said 
Nordlund. “Now mountain 
bikers can travel through 
from Lutsen to Tofte or 
Tofte to Lutsen. We’ve cre-
ated a much more desirable 
riding experience that will 
attract more users.”

North Shore’s Tofte and Lutsen 
connected by new mountain bike trail

»Continued from 
page A1

Former President 
Jimmy Carter, diplomat of 
peace, builder of houses for 
humanity, Sunday School 
teacher at Maranatha 
Baptist Church in Plains, 
Georgia, and one of my 
role models, brought up 
an interesting and perhaps 
paradoxical Bible passage:

“Whoever watches the 
wind will not plant;

Whoever looks at the 
cloud will not reap…  

Sow your seed in the 
morning, and at evening let 
not your hands be idle, 

for you do not know 
which will succeed, whether 
this or that, or whether 
both will do equally well.”  
Ecclesiastes 11:4, 6.

President Carter 
reflected on this passage 
and wrote that it cannot 
mean that we should either 
ignore the weather or give 
up on planting. Any farmer 
will tell you that paying 
attention to weather is 
important. You don’t plant 
certain crops until the con-
ditions are suitable.

President Carter said 
that in Georgia any farmer 
knows better than to plant 
peanuts in soil too cold or 
too wet. Gardeners in Cook 
County will tell you much 
the same. Soil temperature 
is critical. We pay attention 
to the weather. And by the 
way hasn’t this been a chal-
lenging growing season. 

 But Jimmy Carter 
mused that the message 
must be about more than 
watching and waiting for 
perfect conditions. Perhaps 
the wisdom in Ecclesiastes 
is that in life we don’t have 
the luxury of waiting for 
everything to be perfect 
before we act or seek to live. 
And actually I think farm-
ers and gardeners would 
tell you the same.  

I know as a bee-keeper 
I can’t always wait for the 
perfect day to open the 
hive and care for my colo-
nies. And believe me, a less 
than perfect day can have 
stinging consequences. I 
know from past experi-
ence that when I watch 
the wind and look at the 
clouds, telling myself that I 

need a bright sunny day, at 
noon, with little to no wind, 
and let it be on my day off, 
and if all those conditions 
are met, then I can do the 
tasks required, well, I have 
missed my chance and lost 
my colony.  

Now you know very well 
that this article is not really 
about farming and garden-
ing or even bee-keeping. 
Jimmy Carter says, “If we 
wait for perfection in our 
lives, for exactly the right 
moment, then we may 
never act!” 

The wisdom that is 
included in these words 
from Ecclesiastes suggests 
that life, like gardening, 
requires taking a chance 
and then very importantly, 
putting effort into it. The 
second portion of the 
wisdom saying includes the 
advice “sow your seed in the 
morning, and at evening let 
not your hands be idle.” So 
this is where life is like a 
garden again. Gardeners do 
not have idle hands. 

 I know from many 
gardeners that the simple 
act of planting seeds is not 
their definition of a being 
good gardener. Gardening 
requires so much tender 
care and attentiveness for 
the rest of the season; there 
is all the weeding, and 
watering, and working the 
soil, and tending the plants.  
And even then we don’t 
know if we’ll be successful. 
But without the effort surely 

we won’t. And in fact, in life 
as in gardening and farm-
ing success does not always 
happen even with all our 
effort and sometimes we do 
fail. But we will plant again.

When we think about 
those things that are 
important to us in our fam-
ilies, in our communities, 
in our world, we should 
act. President Carter com-
pared this to making a 
commitment to faith Jesus 
Christ and promising to 
serve God according to the 
pattern Jesus set, but then 
waiting for a better time. 
That waiting like watching 
the winds however can lead 
to a timid and diminished 
life and missed opportuni-
ties. Rather we can admit 
that the conditions may 
not be perfect, we may not 
be completely prepared, we 
may actually fail, but we 
can accept the challenge 
and continue and seek to 
make a difference.  

The time is now, take a 
chance. We can be the love 
God gave us to share, we 
can be the stewards of cre-
ation God called us to be, 
we can be the peacemakers 
Jesus has blessed. 

Each month a member 
of the Cook County 
Ministerium will 
offer Spiritual Reflections. 
This month our contributor 
is Reverend Mark 
Ditmanson of Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Grand 
Marais.

Mark Ditmanson

The time is now, take a chance

Gloria M. Ofsthun 
passed away peacefully on 

September 29, 2019.
A lifelong resident of 

Minneapolis, the North 
Shore was her beloved 
second home for over 60 
years. Whether in a tent in 
the Rec Park, a condo in 
Tofte, a small resort cabin in 
Croftville, the Best Western 
in Grand Marais, or more 
recently, a family cabin 
overlooking Lake Superior, 

this was where she wanted 
to be if she wasn’t at home.

The trips up north 
included the usual: a glazed 
at World’s Best, pizza at 
My Sister’s Place or Sven & 
Ole’s, dinner at the Harbor 
Inn, the Blue Water, or the 
Angry Trout, breakfast 
at SOB, a soda or cone at 
Leng’s.

Hikes to Eagle 
Mountain, Britton Peak, 
Magnetic Rock, and 
Blueberry Hill were 
common, along with 
picnics at Devil’s Track, 
Kimball Lake, and Paradise 
Beach.

Memorials to 
Arrowhead Animal Rescue 
or donor’s choice.
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